FIRESIDE 


PHILADELPl^^y  Septeni$er  fiO,  1|06 


nd  writers  and  Atillful  ex 


le  price  of  the  Evening  Fire-side  is  three  dollars 
per  annum. 


Authority  feems  in  our  favour,  for 
Swift  f  in  direft  tirms  fanflions  the  defini¬ 
tion  i  and  who  will  give  the  lie  to  the  re¬ 
verend  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  ?  Perhaps  the 
■^^Ce  of  Mrs.  Lcndon’s  procreating 
may  be  adduced  in  oppofiticm.  It 
confefiTed,  this  proJepfis  is  really 
and  has  a  Arong  tendency  to 
^BBIrrn  the  platonic  belief.  We  arc  told 
by  a  graVt^EngJJfh  writer  J  that  the  abovc- 
^ktioned  goSt  lady  Jiatched  an  egg,  by 
wnfining  it  in  heHdjB^^x  weeks.  The 
mcn-chick,  the  brooding  pro- 

'cefs,  was  a  nonparVNRagacity,  and  ap- 
j  proached  very  near  to  our  ideas  of  the 
I  lucres  homines,  Befides  the  particulars  re- 
I  lating  to  its  birth,  which  approximated  it 
[  very  near  to  the  human  race,  the  Jiitlc  chirp¬ 
ing  biped  was  chnAcned  Fanny,  on  account 
of  its  “  exhibiting  the  pureft  afTciAion, 
pofT-fiing  a  true  lenle  of  gratitude,  and  often 
refuting  a  long  Aarrding  vulgar  error,  that 
man  (that  is  the  unfeathered)  is  the 
only  rational  creature."^  Thefe  arc  attri¬ 
butes  which  almoA  identify  hpman  nature. 
When  we  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  fubjedt 
in  qucAion,  wt  find  the  precceding  obferva- 
tions  aided  by  circumltances  equally  power¬ 
ful.  Objections  CO  man  confiJered  as  an 
“  unfcathcred  animal,"  pour  in  upon  us  like 
wave  ‘^impelled  by^wave."  Is  not  the 
finding  of  wild  hairy  men,  in  fume  of  the 
European  forefts,  a  circumftance  powerfully 
derogatory  from  this  defignatioo  ?  Again, 
we  have  accounts  of  the  Jewifh  king  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  (mind— not  only  a  man  but  a 
king)  haviog  fuch  a  Itrong  rtfemblance  to 


*  Terri  bl«  tract  oration  ! 
f  See  his  letters 

I  rh«*  e-litor  of  a  pseudo-philotopbic,  periodical 
work. 
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Hedged  ammalsy  that  **  his  hairs  wre  like  words  thus  fixed 
birds  feathersi  and  his  nails  like  eagles  cxco4 
claws.”  Left  theft  evidences  (hould  not 
be  decifive^  mao  himftlf^  ever  active  in 
cftablilhing  bis  favorite  opinions}  has  pat 
the.  fallacy  of  the  definition  beyond  all  con- 
troverfy^  thus  we  read  of  a  certain  political 
i^ixote,  that  having  irritated  the  mob  by 
his  violent  inve^iveS}  was  bound  to  a  may- 
pole  by  them}  who 

**  —  ■  lifting  hiaH  tXc  pondroiu  jcr,  . 

Pour'd  o'er  his  head  the  8moaMhAtf|||to^ 

And  then  the  feather  bag  ^ 

Was  waved  triumph 
They  spread  him  o'er 
And  down  upon  the  tar 
(  Till  all^i^plete  appear'd 
Like  Gorgon  or  Chimera 

•  *  Nor  more  could  boast  on^lato's  plan^^^^ 

To  rank  amid,  the  race  o^ban, 

_  Or4>rovc  his  claim  to  human  nature,  ^ 

Asa  two  legg*d  unfeather'd  creature.** , 

This  famed  definition  then  falls 
#  ground ;  and  perhaps  after  ranfackinl^^^l 
nomenclature}  we  (hall  find  n^e  llH|P 
the  mark  thau  “  an  animal  capaDlje  of  relw 
ffon”  .  '  ^ 

With  thiS}  m^|HH|^^finition  of  man^ 
permit  me  to  dr^^^^P^refs  to  a  hafty 
conclufion.  Shou^HKthiog  finifter  oc¬ 
cur}  poftibly  ere  long  you  may  agaiu  hear 
from 
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the  ftudy  of  the  fciences  with  the  duties 
enjoined  on  a  chriftian}  and  confider  >vhe. 
ther  it  is  pollible  for  them  both  to  be  at¬ 
tended  to  properly.  We  knoW}  that  ia 
order  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  fciences, 
much  time  and  cloft  attention  is  necefTary; 
but  how  will  this  fquare  with  the  chriftian 
religion:  let  us  examine — when  our  Saviour 
was  on  earth}  and  peribnally  engaged  io 
exhortation  to  mankind}  he  gave  fundry 
preceptS}  which  I  have  been  taught  to  bt 
lievC}  are  in  full  force,  and  efftotial  to  bci 
obftrvcd  in  this  day.  Watch'  ye  there, 
fore  and  pray  always  Luke  xxi.  36’.  was 
a  command  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Je. 
rufalem.  At  another  time}  in  order  to  (hew 
the  ncce/Bty  of  watchfulnefs  and  prayer,  and 
the  good  cffc^l  of  them}  he  fpake  the  pan. 
able  of  the  Importunate  widow,  Luke  xvi 
I. — Again,  a  (liort  period  preceding  hk 
crucifixion,  when  he  koew  his  end  was 
nearly  arrived,  and  that  hemuft  (boo  depart 


Now  blooming  sweets  adorn  the  opening  vale. 
And  wafted  odours  scent  the  vernal  gale  ; 

With  glowing  warmth  each  raptur'd  bosom  bum^, 
And  joy  rekindles  as  the  spring  returns. 

Loud  on  the  distant  hillsthe  echoing  horn 

Proclaims  the  hunter  rous'd,  and' cheers  the  morn. 
The  shades  rec^e,  see  glad  A.urS^  gild 

The  eastern  skiS;  whilst  breathing  zephyrs  mild 
£^h  sense  refi^^s ;  now  the  orient  glow 

AA^nd,  wide  l9^S.^4ke^  ttle  m^ntain’s  brow ; 
^^kding  fogs  b^^Mts  influence  yield, 

^^Rujre  rdiKtj^^Piie  Bowing  field. 

IjHirJ^^^^B^^trip  the  verdant  gfove, 

the  cooing  dove. 

^Whilst  IReautiestlius  our  senses  chari^ 

Let  gratku^to  heaven  our  busoms  ^  warm. 

Surroandi^  wonders  minds  to  know, 

Ai#  bless  mat  power  fc^rwhom  all  beauties  flow. 


and  leave  his  beloved  difciples,  he  firft  gari 
this  precept,  “  Watch  ye,  and  pray,  left  p 
enter  into  temptation  with  divers  othen, 
to  the  fame  import,  which  fell  from  him  ii 
the  exercift  of  his  miflion.  1 

Now  I  do  not  fuppoft  it’^as  intended  b| 
theft  precepts,  that  people  (hould  always  ii 
on  their  knees,  nor  that  their  attentia 
(hould  be  continually -«poa  things  of  thi 
nature.  St.  Paul  (ays,  **  a  man  that  urii 
not  provide  for  his  family,  is  worfe  than  a 
infidel?'  There  are  certain  things  upa 
which  the  mind  may  be  employed  withoi 
incuriing  divine  difpleafure,  things  thatai 
f^ceftary  to  our  temporal  happinefs.  Ao 
were  I  required  to  draw  a  line  of  limiratioi 
whereunto  people  might  go  io  purfuit  e 
knowledge,  I  (hould  feel  myftlf  very  muc 
at  a  lofs  how  to  a6f,  or  where  to  fix  th 
boundary.  Divine  revelation  is  certain! 
the  moft  fure  direflor,  and  the  great  ai 
thor  of  our  cxiftence,  has  in  unbounded  coe 
defeention,  conferred.this  ineftimable  bit 
(iog  on  mankind,  which  is  not  reftrifledi 
action  to  any  particular  part  of  our  condad 
but  univcrfally  dire^fs‘in  all  the  concerns! 
life;  not  only  in  matters  of  religion,  but 
alfo  extended  to  tenaporal  things* 

Our  local  (ituation  in  life  affedfs  the  pn 
prietyof  the  attainment  of  knowledge,  tb 
is,  what  would  be  expedient  and  right  ft 
one,  would  be  UDneceftary  and  improper  n 
another.  Our  regard  to  the  acquifitiona 
knowledge  (hould  be  governed  by  rhc(® 
grees  of  concerument  we  have  with  it,  aV 
the  expectation  we  have  from  it ;  tb# 
(hould  be  the  meafurcs  by  which  we  (hoflP 
proportion  our  diligence  and  application, I 
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HfelllpiRMn^nder  thro'  the 
ttie  freshness  of  the 
meridian  ardor 
when  the  fall  of  eve  * 

But  chiefly  when  the  enlivening 
Pr^gjalgg  (he  glad  return  of 
^  AlHUl^^urora's  beauties 
^ublii^^k|eat,  yet^weetjy  ^ 
H^^natulys  softest,  richest 

Perfumjj^^^^^^PBroider’d 
And  rounc^^H^  verdant 
S<0  coos  the  gentreiurtle 
Sure  nature’s  univei^al 
Would  e’en'  tflf  stoick’s  bosom 
And  teach  the  haughty  sage  to 
The  pleasures  that  from  feeling 


grove, 

dove. 

charm 


jrcr  the  iL%*€mng  rtre^side^ 

..  BOUT-RIM  rz. 

.  ;  y  ■> 

Some  years  fince  when  the  young  men 
and  girls  were  more  afliiduous  in  the  culti- 
'vation  of  their  talents  than  we  believe  is  at 
preftnt  the  caft,  BouUrimez,  or  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  verfes  where  the  terminating  words 
were  given,  was  a  faftiionable  amufement. 
The  following  pieces  will  afford  a  fpecimen 
of  talents  by  no  means  contemptible,  and 
perhaps  revive  a  tafte  for  this  fpecies  of 
compofition,  as  an  agreeable  entertainment 
for  the  youths  of  both  fexes.  They  are  the 
early  produCfioos  of  a  gentleman  and  lady, 
who  will  perhaps  be  furpriftd  to  fee,  what 
they  now  deem  trifles,  offered  to  the  world  ; 
but  the  motive  of  exciting  a  laudable  emu¬ 
lation  will  excuft  to  them  the  unauthorifed 
ftep  we  have  takenJ  It  muft  be  recollcCfed 
by  the  reader,  that  where  the  genius  is  con¬ 
fined  by  having  thetergaioating  or  rhyming 


For  the  Evening  Fire^/tde- 
Mejfrs,  Editors, 

Obferving  Az.  was  filent  in  your  laft 
number,  and  thinking  it  was  the  impolite- 
nefs  he  received  from  your  female  corref- 
pondent,  which  occafioned  his  filence,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  (land  in  his  place, 
and  declare  my  avowed  belief  in  the  truth 
of  his  dodtrine,  as  contained  in  his  effay, 
fubftqucnt  to  the  fyllogifm  which  he  has 
offered  to  prove  the  effeCf  of  advancement 
in  knowledge ;  I  rtiall  not  undertake  to  fup- 
port  that  propofition,  believing  it  difputabie, 
but  the  confecutive  reafoning  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  part,  of  his  effay,  meets  my  cordial  ap¬ 
probation.  i  (ball  therefore,  enter  upon 
iuch  arguments  in  vindication  of  it  as  have 
occurred  ;  iu  the  firft  place,  let  us  compare 
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the  acquiremeDt  of  it.  A  mechanic  does 
ooC  require  as  much  knowledge  of  the  fci- 
eoces  as  a  merchant,  but  does  either  of  thefe 
cla/TeSy  need  fo  much  as  is  at  prefenc  in 
poire/IioQ  of  mankind  ?  Nay  they,  do  not;  it 
is  not  neccflity  leads  people  to  ftudy  the 
fcicDces,  it  may  be  accounted  for  in  two 
ways :  parents  from  various  motives,  im- 
pofc  the  Hudy  of  them  on  their  offspring, 
tnditis  alfo  a  fondnefs  others  have  for  the 
fludy,  a  natural  third  for  knowledge,  that 
jcxifts  in  the  mind,  which  induces  them  to 
embrace  a  dudy  which  right  ,  reafon  and 
revelation  meafurably  oppofe.  How  ri¬ 
diculous,  (not  to  fay  criminal)  for  mankind 
to  lavifh  their  time  in  endeavouring  to  ob¬ 
tain  that,  which  will  be  of  no  ufc  to  them, 
but  otherwife  an"*injury,  if  not  in  the  poffef- 
Hin  at  lead  in  the  attainment  of  it.  The 
time  given  to  work  out  the  falvation  of  the 
foul,  to  cleanfe  the  vefTel  of  its  dregs,  to 
overcome  our  evil  tpropehfities,  and  fit  our- 
feives  for  eternity,  is  fpent  in.cndeavouring 
to  enlarge  our  uoderdanding;  and  for  what? 
Surely  not  to  make  us  better  Chridians ; 
or  why  were  the  mod  illiterate  called  to  be 
the  diiciples  of  Chrid,  when  in  perfbn  he 
exified  on  this  earth,  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed 
any  thing  which  would  conduce  to  our 
furtherance  towards  perfe^fion,  would  have 
been  unnoticed,  by  our  Saviour,  as  the  fei- 
CDces  were. 

If  the  dudy  of  the  fciences  enlarges  the 
mind,  and  gives  it  to  behold  the  beauty  and 
htrmony  of  the  univerfe,  and  thereby  cx- 
dtes  adoration  to  the  Almighty  creator,  it 
aifo  at  the  fame  time  prevents  co-operation 
with  the  fpirit  of  Chrid  in  working  out  the 
foul’s  (ilvation.  I  know  this  is  an  unfafh- 
iooable  mode  of  arguing,  but  as  thT^uthen- 
ticity  of  the  faCred  volume  is  very  generally 
ifTcnted  to,  while  matters  of  fcientific  con¬ 
texture  are  dHputed  ;  1  conceive  it  a  more 
bbdantial  bafis  for  all  arguments  which 
come  within  its  province,  or  are  of  fuch 
lature  as  to  admit  of  being  very  confident- 
y  determined  by  it. 

If  a  condant  watchfulnefs  and  prayer  is 
Enjoined  on  mankind,  as  effcntial  to  quait- 
y  them  for  happinefs  hereafter,  then  ac- 
:ording  to  the. nature  of  the  mental  fydem, 
he  dudy  of  the  fciences  mud  be  exploded, 
'or  thefe  reafons  the  attention  of  the  mind 
5  very  definite,  it  cannot  attend  to  more 
han  one  objecl  at  a  time  ;  and  alfo,  becaufe 
he  dudy  can  in  no  manner  operate  to  effedf 
he  purification  of  the  foul.  Neither  can  a 
xrfeff  knowledge  of  the  entire  circle  of  the 
ciences,  inform  us  what  the  will  of  God 
^nqerning  us  as  individuals  is.  The  tenour 
)f  the  New  Tedament,  particularly  that 


part  fubfequeUt  to  the  crucifixion  of  our 
Saviour,  namely,^  the  Afls  of  the  Apodles, 
Paul’s  Epidles,  &c.  abound  with  examples 
wherein  diverfity  of  gifts^  and  confequcutly 
divine  requifitions  from  individuals  is  very 
apparent ;  moral  duties  are  uniformly  re¬ 
quired  of  all ;  but  befide  thefe,  there  are 
other  things  required  of  us  as  individuals, 
in  the  relation  we  dand  to  our  Maker  and 
future  happinefs,  which  exhibit  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  divine  revelation,  and  alfo  (how 
the  infufficiency  of  human  intellect  to  un- 
derdand  divine  requirings  without  fuper- 
natural  aid. 

Although  the  antecedent  propofition,  de¬ 
duced  from  fcriptural  authority,  in  a  litenak 
fenfe,  as  the  text  dah^  recorejed,  and 
the  conditution  of  the  human  mindi  does  in 
its  propofed  condruction,  totally  reject  the 
dudy  of  the  fciences,  yet  never thelefs,  as  a 
counterpoife,  I  think  we  may  rationally  and 
judly  advance,  that  a  knowledge  of  them, 
redriffed  by  utility,  or  in  other  language, 
to  underdand  as  much  of  them  as  will  be 
ufeful  to  us  in  our^individual  capacity,  and 
the  benefit  of  (bciety,  cannot  be  injurious, 
nor  in  any  manner  repugnant  to  the  will  of 
our  Maker. 

But  as  I  condemn  the  extenfive  dudy 
which  is  bedowed'on  the  fciences,  I  (hall, 
under  the  impreffi  m  of  reftitude  of  judg¬ 
ment,  conclude  this  paper  with  thefyllogilin 
contained  in  the  following  reaibning,  and 
exhibit  it  thus  : 

That  watchfulnefs  and  pr^^r  are  effential 
to  (alvation. 

That  the  dudy  of  the  fciences  diverts  the 
mind  from  this  date. 

rhcreforc  the  dudy  of  the  fbiences  is  at 
lead  dangerous. 

PRIVADO. 

For  the  Evening  Fireside* 

ELECT. 

She*s  dead — in  whose  smiles  us’d  to.  play 
The  graces  and  languishing  loves ; 

Whose  lute  when  it  warbled  the  lay,  * 
With  raptures  enliven’d  the  groves. 

She’s  dead— and  no  longer  the  gales 

Will  bear  the  the  sweet  sound  of  her  song. 

No  longer  her  soul-thrilling  tales. 

Resound  the  deep  woodlands  among. 

Each  flower  when  verdant  and  gay, . 

That  late  did  the  valleys  adorn. 

Seems  now,, as  it  droops  to  decay, 

The  loss  of  Eliza  to  mourn. 

But  yonder’s  a  liliy  in  bloom : 

l*fl  hasten  and  pull  it  with  care :  - 

It  may  grow  by  the  side  of  her  tomb— 

^  It  may  lavish  its  sweetnesses  there.  • 
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And  if,  when  I’m  wand’ringby. 

To  fade  should  the  liliy  appear, 

L’ll  breathe  on  its  beauties  a  sigh. 

And  water  its  leaves  with  a  tear. 

For  the  Evening  Fireside* 

THE  GLEANER  :  NO.  X. 

'  **  Of  all  the  causes  which  conspire  to  blind 

Man’s  erring  judgment,  and  misguide  the  mind, 
What  the  weak  head  with  strongest  bias  rules, 

Is  pride,  the  never  failing  vice  of  fools.** 

PoFE. 

Divines  and  moraliA's  have  joftly  confi- 
dered  pffdi  fts  a  detefiable  vice— a  follyjQ> 
which,  no  doubt  muh  ap- 
tq  beings  of  fuperior  facuU 
tiefl^^^^^Koifon  that  vitiates  all  the  good 
qualiM^H||fon  may  poflefs ;  and  though 
their  menefe^y  be  ever  fo  great,  pride  alone 
wilt  tender  them  odious  and  contemptible. 
People  by  endeavouring  to  plcafe  them- 
felves  too  much,  are  apt  to  difpleafe  the 
reft  of  the  world.  Pride  is  one  of  the  firft 
vices  that  feizes  upon  the  heart,  becaufe  it 
arifes  from  felf-love ;  and  it  is  many  times 
the  laft  vice  that  quits' even  thofe  who  ufc 
their  utmoA  endeavours  to  root  it  out. 
When  it  has  been  fuffered  to  prevail  over 
reaibn,  the  turbulent  paAioos  being  fed  by 
it,  will  reign  over  us  with  ungovernable 
fury :  every  little  d^^^pintment  will  raife 
in  our  bofoms  th«4rioient  |lorms  of  jealoufy, 
anger,  or  madne&P  ^Tis  thus  pride  often 
carries  its  own  puniAimcnt  with  it,  and  cor- 
refVs  with  mifery;.  the  unfortunate  perfon 
who  has  cheri(hed  it. 

How  much  more  happy  is  he  who  has 
cultivated  the  benign  virtue  of  humility, 
which  teaches  us  to  keep  ourfelves  in  a  fub- 
miAive  and  condefeending  temper ;  and  to 
guard  agaioA  the  firA  emotions  of  pride, 
vain-glory,  and  felf-concei^  Such  a  one  • 
feeling  eafy  in  himfelf,  and  influenced  by  * 
fenfations  of  univerfal  benevolence  to  all 
around  him,  will  candidly  interpret  the  con- 
duff  and  adlions  of  thole  with  whom  he  is 
concerned,  and  guarding  againA  every  re¬ 
proachful  word  or  provoking  cxprelTion  j 
he  feels  a  diipofltion  to  make  others 
equally  happy  with  himfelf ;  he  loves 
all  mankind,  and  himfelf  is  beloved  in  re¬ 
turn.  • 

G. 


For  the  Evening*  Eire^  Side* 

Mejfrs*  Editors^ 

Gaming  is  a  vice  which  brings  ruin  to 
a  man’s  charafler  and  eAare.  It  is  attend¬ 
ed  with  (hame  and  remotfe;  and  infamy 
and  difgrace  are  the  confifqueaces  of  it.” 
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**  Gaming/ —What  is  gaming?  It  .con-  thus  there  Is  an  cndlefs  circulation  of  evil 
lifts  in  certain  reciprocal  divertKements  be-  upon  iniquity* 

tween  two  or  more  perfons,  for  the  purpofe  It  is  attended  with  (hameand  remorfe.” 
of  palling  the  lime  away :  this  feems  to  have  Let  the  numerous  inftanccs  of  fuicide, 
been  the  original  defign  of  the  inftitution.  which  have  followed  immenfc  loftes  by  this 
Bin,  as  merely  paffing  time  away  was  not  pra^ice,  bear  witnefs  to  this  truth.  By  an 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  every  wifh  of  the  heart,  inexcufable  folly,  the  moft  valuable  poflef- 
gamtng  was  turned  into  a  channel  of  profit  fions  have  been  trifled  with  and  loft  :  the 
to  the  crafty,  in  order  that  diverfion  might  unfortunate  gamefter  is  reduced  to  poverty, 
contribute  a  fufficicocy  for  the  purpofes  of  and  can  then  no  more  hold  that  diftinguifh- 
lifc,  and  be  a  means  of  an  increafe  of  ed  place  in  the  focicty  of  the  convivial  and 
.weslth.  gay.  ^  Shame  and  remorfe”  now  prey  upon 

•‘Gaming  is  a  vice,** — no  perfon  in  his  mind  and  happinefs  being,  to  all  ap- 
right  miod  will  difpute  this,  as  it  is  utterly  forever  fled  away,  our  miierablc 

incompatable  with  ihc  moral  law  of  doing  '^otory  to  folly  is  abandoned  to  defpair. 


as  we  would  be  done  by  ;  the 
of  which  law,  even  infidels 
quifite  for  the  welfare  of  h 
For  confirmation  of  this  afTcrt 


. . . . . -..-^_^^vcry 

reader  advert  to  the  principlcvfcich  the  chara^ers .  No  <i^obt  the  good  fenlc  of 
gamefter  is  governed  by— /a  cheat  and  win  c^^ry  rcfpc^ablc  indiyidual,  concurs  in  af- 
^  he  can,  at  the  expence  of  another  fitting  this  indelible  ftigma  upon  thofc  who 

no  doubt,  every  peribn  or  found  judgment  follow  a  pra^icefb  pcrhicioos  to  the  morals, 
will  not  hefitate  to  fay,  ••  That  gaming  is  a  happinefs  of  mankind. 


•‘  Infamy  and  difgracc  arc  the  confequen- 
ccs  of  ii.^  What  can  be  more  difgraceful, 
more  infamons,  ‘^lan  fuch  diflipated,  fuch 
difhoneft,  fuch  immoral,  fuch  worthlcfs 


vouch  for  the  infallibility  of  his  predi^ioQ. 
it  may  pofObly  prove  incorre^  in  fbmc  few 
points— however,  if  any  of  your  correfpon. 
dents  fhould  think  well  to  devote  a  leifurc 
hour  to  the  calculation,  the  communicarioo 
of  the  particulars  of  them  would  be  grati¬ 
fying,  It  will  be  as  follows  : 

On  the  17th  of  September,  181 1,  there 
will  be  an  annular  and  nearly  central 
cclipfe  of  the  fun,  or  a  tranfit  of  the  moon 
ov^r  the  fun's  difk,  vifiblc  at  Philadelphia 
at  2  o'clock,  when  there  will  be  a  ring  of 
folar  light  around  the  moon  ;  the  moon  will 
pais  about  one  minute  fouth  of  the  fun's 
centre,  confequcntly  a  rather  larger  portion 
of  his  northern  limb  will  be  apparent  than 
of  his  fouthern. 


W.  H. 


^0  the  Editors  of  the  Evening  Pire^side, 


vice."  Befides,  the  wafte  of  time  gaming  yours,  gentlcro^, 

occaftons,  is  another ferious  evil;  for  while  With  the  greateft  relpeCt, 

a  perfon  is  occupied  in  this  way,  his  proper  EqoiTUS. 

and  laudable  vocation  is  negledfed,  his  af-  ^ 

fairs  run  into  confufion  j  and  focicty  is  de-  for  the  Evening  Fire-iidi. 

Drived  of  a  ufeful  member  :  for  all  are  ufe- 

tul  to  focicty  when  they  mind  their  proper  arithmetical  qusstioh. 

bufinefs.  Another  thing  we  may  adv^  to  A  gentleman  who  liv'd— no  matter  where ; 
which  proves  it  to  be  not  only  ••  a  vice,"  ^  wife  and  two  small  children  all  his  care ; 
but  the  parent  of  many  vices  :  as  gaming  is  Ketuming  from  his  fields  in  gen'rous  humor, 
introduced  idlenefs — fo  is  a  habit  of  Of  apples  brought  a  hat  full  and  a  few  more ; 
idicnefs  ftreggthened  by  gaming  avarice,  delicious  atore, 

or  an  inordinate  ddire  to  cheat  a  friend  or  ‘PP‘*  '"‘7  * 

an  enemy  out  of  his  property,  coims  next ;  ^  ^ .pp,, 

after  that,  anger,  tnaJlce,  hatred^  and  a  remain'd  he  gave  his  younger  son, 

long  of  difeordant  pallions  are  excited.  And  half  an  apple  {—leaving  self  just  one. 

As  tlicic  prey  upon  the  unhappy  fubje^I,  Though  at  his  nice  division  you  may  wonder, 
they  force  him  to  commit  many  extravagant,  Tet  not  an  apple  did  he  cleave  asunder, 
immortl  anions,  by  which  his  fellow-crea-  The  quantity  he  had  at  first  new  tell  me, 
tures,  as  well  as  himfclf,  arc  materially  And  I  shall  l?e  your  humble  servant, 
injured.  Who  then  can  doubt,  but  that 
“••  gaming  is  a  vice  which  brings  ruin  to  a  — 

man  s  chara^fer  ?' 


For  the  Evening  Ftrt^ude, 


ARITHMETICAL  QUXSTlOH. 


A  gentleman  who  liv'd — no  matter  where ; 

A  wife  and  two  small  children  all  his  care ; 
Ketuming  from  his  fields  in  gen'rous  humor. 


Half  what  he  had  and  half  an  apple  more  % 

His  older  child,  making  a  mighty  grapple. 
Seiz'd  half  of  what  was  left  and  half  an  applet 
Half  what  remain'd  he  gave  his  younger  son. 
And  half  an  apple  {—leaving  self  just  one. 


The  quantity  he  had  at  first  new  tell  me. 
And  1  shall  1^  your  humble  servant, 


MELMl. 


That,  ••gaming  brings  man's 

eftate,"  is  a  corre^  aiTertion,  iqjiy.  readily 


For  the  Evening  Fire-side, 


MeJJirs,  Editpri, 


'he  late  folar  ecHpie,  having  (b  juftly 


«  %tr  If  A  iiw  ictw  vviAKfVf  ijavtisic  luxiAV 

be  proved  by  wf.Kncow  thote  moomprable  admiration  of  thoufaud.of  fpec- 

and  in^lclabte  Ioffe,  wiuch  accomp.^  a.  a  rare  and  beautiful  fight-I  have 

the  praftice.  How  many  mftatKes  u^ht  ^  ^ 


be  mentioned,  in  which  whole  eftates  have  ••  /-j  *1.  ^  r  j 

.  r  I  j  •  u  r  r  r  FtfCriidc,  thc  prediction  of  another,  and 

been  fooled  away  in  the  courfe  of  a  few.  .  l  jLr  -i  *  -u  1  n.  •/ 


•^wu  •vrvrivu  away  lu  kiiv  wvjuiiw  v/1  A  i  i  *1  ^1-  1  n. 

^  ^  u  1/1  1  L  though  very  diiumilar  to  the  laft,  it  may 

weeks;  aye,  have  been  loft,  as  a  celebrat-  ®i.ia  /rjr  ir  * 

A  *-  r  ee  u  /I  r  M  f  ncvcrthclefs,  afford  fome  pleafure  in  the 

ed  writer  fays,  “  by  the  caft  of  a  die."  It  .  .  .  r  r.,  u  •  k 

^  r  J  w  A  -  u..  r  L  r  antiapation  thereof,  to  fuch  as  arc  in  ha- 

is  true,  fomebody  wins;  but  of  what  ofe  .  •  r  .  i  L  a*  i  u 
•  Ml  ,  r  3  j  •  bits  of  contemplating  ceieftial  phenomina. 

IS  this  iM-gotteo  treafurc  ?.  Why,  it  is  gene-  o  i  i  :•  r  ^  r  u 

r  J  •  •  t  .  ■^1.  ®  .  But  as  calculations  of  this  natnre  are  fnb- 


rally  fpent  tn  drinking  and  carnality,  or  by  .  «  efoeciallv 


when  they  include 
the  writer  will  not 


You  fay,  ••  a  man  may  communicate  hii 
mind  at  ten  thoufand  leagues  diftance,"  by 
the  afliftance  of  this  art.  As  geographeri 
inform  us  that  the  earth  which  we  inhabit 
is  not  qni'e  eight  thoufand  four  hundred 
leagues  in  Circumference,  the  half  thereof, 
or  four  thoufand  two  hundred  leagues,  is 
the  greateft  poftible  diftance  between  any 
two  points  on  its  fur  face,  it  is  therefore 
evident,  that  one  at  Icaft  of  the  parties 
communicating  with  each  other,  muft  be 
removed  fivethoufand  eight  hundred  leagues 
from  the  earth's  furfacc.  Now,  I  am  a 
little  curious  to  be  informed  of  the  (ituatioo 
of  the  corrcfpondcni  here  alluded  to ; 
the  extent,  riches,  Ac.  of  the  country  h 
iohabits,  and  of  the  origin  and  prefect  flat 


<•10 


Gentlemen, 

I  thank  you  for  the  information  convey 
ed  in  your  laft  number,  on  the  benefits  ac 
cruing  to  mankind  from  the  difeovery  of  the 
art  of.  writing;  fome  whereof  arc  to  me 
entirely  new  :  for  although  I  have  formed 
an  high  opinion  of’  this  arc,  yet,  1  mull 
confefs  I  was  unacquainted  with  the'  fullta|i, 
extent  of  its  ufefulocfs :  for  example,  yoQigia 
fay  {  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  by  infertioo* 
you  adopt  the  fentiment)  that  thereby  “t 
man  may  commonicRte  his  mind  without 
openit^g  his  mouth,  and  intimate  his  plea¬ 
fure  at  ten  thoufand  leagues  diftance,  onfy 
by  the  help  of  twenty-two  letters ;  which 
will  exprefs  all  things,  both  in  heaven  and 
earth."  You  muft  exeufe  me,  genrlcmeo, 
for  troubling  you  on  this  bead  ;  but,  as  I 
do  not  underftaod  you  completely,  I  only 
wifh  you  to  give  me  a  little  information  oo 
one  or  two  points  contained  in  the  above 
extrafl- 
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Selected for  the  Evening  Fire^tide, 

PARAPHftASE  ON  PART  OF  8TfcllN£*S 
MARIA.  * 


of  the  other  inhabitants,  if  any,  of  this 
(to  me)  unknown  region. 

You  fay  further,  this  is  to  be  done  **by 
the  help  of  twenty-two  letters  for  there- 
|)y  alt  things  may  be  cxprcfTed,  &c.  The 

jlphabct,  confifting  of  twenty-fix  letters,  A»  I  passed,  I  beheld,  by  a  poplar  o’er  shaded, 

I  am  very  anxious  to  know  which  of  them  Wherca  riJI,  th»o'  a  ihickei,  meander’d  along, 
you  hold  to  be  unnecefiary  ;  as  the  (hdrten-  M*”**  whose  bloom  her  distresses  had  faded, 
ing  of  the  labour  of  writing,  muft  be  con-  warbling  her  tenderly  querulous  song, 

felled  to  be  among  the  advantages  of  this 
difeovery,  and  a  faving  of  time  and  expence 
will  be  confequent  thereon.  If  it  is  not 
too  much  trouble,  pleafe  to  inform  your 
readers  concerning  the  aforefaid  matters,  as 

00  doubt,  fuch  information  will  be  accept*  |  From  the  girdle  that  clasped  her,  a  string  was  sas- 
able  to  them,  as  well  as  to 

A  Subscriber. 

Se/tt.  lOrA,  1806. 

[As  the  preceding  communication  is  not 
only  addressed  to  us  as  editors,  but  indirectly 
censures,  by  pronouncing  us  the  approvers  of 
what  it  condemns,  we  conceive  it  necessary 
to  inform  our  Subscriber,  that  for  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  positions  contained  in  any  essay, 
published  in  the  Evening  Eire-side,  we  hold 
ourselves  by  no  means  responsible.  Were 
the  insertion  of  a  communication  invariably 
considered  as  an  editorial  sanction  of  its  sen- 
[timents,  we  could  not  with  any  degree  of  con¬ 
sistency,  permit  the  publication  oi  controver¬ 
sial  essays,  in  which  the  respective  opinions  I  sat  down  beside  her,  in  mute  contemplation, 

^  professedly  in  direct  opposition  to  each  And  wip’d  off  her  tears,  e’er  they  fairly  had  flown, 
er.  While  my  bosom  was  throbbing  with  strong  pertu- 

Yet  with  pi*emiaing  these  principles,  we  feel  ,  .^**‘**"* 

^  hesitation  in  satisfying  our  correspondent  ^  ^  alternately  hers  and  my  own. 

pith  respect  to  the  objections  he  has  urged.—  The  mind  of  Maria  recall’d  the  impression, 
n  the  yfrsf,  we  c^annot  conceive  him  serious,  I'd  made  when  1  pitied  her  sorfoWs  before; 
as  he  must  certainly  know  it  is  an  hyperbole^  And  the  charms  that  attended  her  artless  confes- 
ong  sactioned  by  custom— a  mcxle  of  expres-  sion, 

sion  used  by  the  most  correct  and  approved 
vriters.  In  the  eecond^  however,  he  has  more 
ififiarent  cause  for  objection  j  we  will  there¬ 
fore  satisfy  his  anxiety  by  the  following  quota- 
ion  from  Linciley  Murray  : 

"  Several  letters  marked  in  the  Elnglish 
Uphabet  as  consonants,  are  either  superfluous 


Her  form,  in  a  robe  of  pure  white  was  invested. 

Her  hair,  o’er  her  delicate  hand,  loosely  lipw’d,  ” 
As  upon  it  her  craz’d  head  she  pensively  rested. 

And  gaz’  on  the  ilow’rs  that  around  her  were, 
strew’d. 


pended. 

To  which  Sylvio,  her  only  companion,  was  tied; 

Her  pipe  on  a  ribbon  of  pale  green  depended. 

That  hung  from  her  shoulder,  and  wav’d  at  her 
side. 

This  regard  of  her  father  she  ne’er  could  recover; 

Her  goat,  that  once  sported  along  as  she  stray’d, 

Had  deserted  her,  like  her  ungenerous  lover. 

And  left  to  herself  this  unfortunate  maid. 

As  I  look’d  at  her  dog,  the  sweet  girl  drew  him 
nearer, 

*  Ah  !  leave  me  not,  Sylvio,*  she  tenderly  cries  : 

She  remember’d  her  goat  ;  but  her  father  still 
dearer, 

'  Drew  tears  of  regret  from  her  wild  rolling  eyes. 


Now  heightened  the  feeling  of  sympathy  more. 

’  1  remember,*  said  she  *  tho’  my  mind  was  dis¬ 
tracted, 

*  The  stranger  who' saw  me,  with  pity  was  mov’d, 
'  To  see  the  unhappy  Maria  neglected, 

*  By  those  she  had  honour’d,  and  him  she  had 

.  .  j  lov’d. 

IT  represent  not  simple,  but  complex  sounds, 

:  for  instance  is  superfluous  in  both  its  sounds,  ‘  handkerchief,  and  the  offender 

he  one  being  expressed  by  /t,  as  in  cuehinj  and  ^  ^  wander  alone ; 

he  other  by  s,  as  in  ace  ;  o  in  the  soft  pro-  I  wash’d,  and  have  kept  it,  and  mean  to  sur- 
lunciation  is  a  complex  sound ;  as  age  is  pro-  render,  ^ 

Kmnced  ardge\  j,  is  unnecessary,  because  its  *  Should  I^®’***  sgain  sec  him,  what’s  truly  his 
ound  and  that  of  the  soft  o,  are  in  our  Ian-  own.” 

fUage  the  same,  as  in  sage ;  q,  with  its  at-  Then  saying  no  more,  the  unfortunate  mourner 
(ndant  Uy  is  either  complex  and  resolvable  Produc’d  it,  enclos’d  in  the  leaves  of  a  vine ; 

Qto  kvfy  as  in  yuatity^  Or  unnecessary  because  |  A  tendril  surrounded  it,  and,  on  the  comer, 
ts  sound  is  the  same  wkh  ky  as  in  opaque. \  x 
5  compounded  of  as  in  exampUy  or  of  Is, 

*  in  expect'* 

And  thus,  by  an  unquestionable  authority, 
necessary  alphabet  is  evidently  restricted  to 
enty-two  letters.] 


1  saw  the  initial  that  told  me  ’twas  mine* 

*  Since  that  have  1  seen,  in  my  devious  wand’rings, 

!  St.  Peter’s  at  Home,  and  walk’d  round  it  with 
joy— 

*  The  Po  and  the  Tiber’s  romantic  meand’rings, 

*  And  return’d  without  shoes  o’er  the  Bints  of 
Savoy. 


*  The  cloud  cover’d  Appeninet  too,  have  beheld  me 
*Di>  their  hoary  cliffs  roving,  alone  and  forl'>rn-r- 
<  But  the  tame  kind  divinity  led  and  upheld  me, 

•  That  tempers  the  wind  to  the  iamb  that  is  shorn.’ 

Shorn  indeed  to  the  quick,  said  1 ;  but  could  1  ever 
Be  blest  ’with  thy  sight  in  my  peaceful  cot, 

No  sorrows  of  thine,  or  my  own,  should  dissever 
Maria,  from  him  who  now  pities  her  lot. 

My  study  should  be  to  relieve  thy  distresses; 

^  Thy  heart  chill’d  by  neglect,  should  my  sympathy 
warm ; 

Ev’ry  tear  should  be  dried  by  my  tender  caresses, 
And  my  cottage  should  shelter  thy  limbs  from  the 
storm. 

No  more  o’er  the  cliff,  or  the  cataract  foaming. 
Should  the  steps  of  the  hapless  Maria  be  led  ; 

But  wliene’er  I  beheld  thee,  in  solitude  roaming,  * 

My  hapd  should  conduct  thfc  back  safe  to  my  shed- 

Whrir,'^t/evi^ing,  the  sun  in  his  q>lendour  de- 
sb^ded; 

To  Heav’n  shbuld  our  mutual  d^otiOn  arise. 

And  my  pray’rs,  by  the  sound  of  thy  soft  pj|)e  at¬ 
tended,  . 

Smiling  Seraphs  should  iKar  on  their  wings  to  the 
skies. 

My  heart  thrill’d  again,  for  the  fair  mourner  grieving. 
My  eyes  were  with  tears  of  compassion  suffused  ; 

1  was  wiping  them  off— when  Maria,  perceiving. 

My  ’kerchief  already  too  drench’d  to  be  us’d,— 

I  Let  me  wash  it,*  said  she,  *  in  this  stream  near  us 
flowing  :* 

And  where  will  you  dry  it  1  half  fell  from  my 
tongue ; 

*  In  my  bosom,’  said  she— And  is  that  still  so  glow¬ 
ing  i 

I  touched  on  the  string,  where  her  sorrows  all 
hung. 

I  discern’d  by  her  wild  eye,  her  painful  sensation ; 

To  the  Virgin  she  tun’d  her  pipe^  plaintive  and 
low, 

The  string  I  haul  touch’d  upon  ceats’d  its  vibration,— 
She  dropt  her  pipe,  hastily  rising  to  go.  , 

Adieu,  sweet  Maria !  Adieu  lovely  creatuau ! 

Thy  griefs  undeserv’d  I  must  pity  in  vaun. 

For  none  but  the  Infinite  Au  ^lor  of  nature. 

Who  has  wounded  thy  heaut  can  e’er  head  it  again. 

K- 

Georgetown,  (S.  C.)  August  11,  1806. 

J^or  the  Evening  Fire^side, 

Mejjrs*  RditorSy 

The  following  efiTay,  from  the  Citizen 
of  the  World,”  on  the  prevalence  and  ab- 
furdiiy  of  a  difpofiiion  to  accredit  every  idle 
report,  without  ioveftigation,  and  appareut* 
ly  in  proportion  to  its  improbability— tho* 
only  intended  by  the  author  as  a  fatire  on 
(he  Englifh,  may  not’  be  inapplicable  to 
(he  American  reader. 

It  is  the  moft  ufual  method  in  every  re¬ 
port,  firft  to  examine  its  probability,  and 
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theo  tCi  as  the  conjcdlurc  may  require.  The 
EiDglifh,  however,  exert  a  dlferent  fpiril  in 
fuch  circumRances ;  they  firft  afl  and,  when 
too  late,  begin  to  examine.  From  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  difpofition,  there  arc.fevcral 
here  who  make  it  their  bufincls  to  frame 
new  reports  at  every  convenient  interval, 
tending  to  denounce  ruin  both  on  their 
contemporaries  and  their  poftcrity.  This 
denunciation  is  eagerly  caught  up  by  the 
public  ;  ''away,  they  fling  ’  to  propagate  the 
diftrefs ;  fell  out  at  one  place,  buy  in  at 
another,  grumble  at  their  governors,  Ihout 
in  mobs,  and  when  they  have  thus,  for  fome 
time,  behaved  like  fools,  fit  down  cooly  to 
argue  and  talk  wifdom,  to  puzzle  each 
other  with  fyllogifm,  and  prepare*  for  the 
next  report  that  pVevails,  which  is  always 
attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

Thus  arc  they  ever  rifing  above  one  re¬ 
port  only  to  fink  into  another.  'Fhey  re- 
fcmble  a  dog  in  a  well,  pawing  to  get  free. 
When  he  has  raifed  his  upper  parts  above 
water,  and  every  fpeftator  imagines  him 
dilengaged,  his.  lower  parts  drag  him  down 
again,  and  fink  him  to  the  nofe :  he  makes 
new  efforts  to  emerge^  and  every  effort  in- 
creafing  his  weaknefs,  only  tends  to  fink 
him  the  deeper. 

There  arc  fome  here,  whp,  I  am  told, 
make  a  tolerable  fubfiflence  by  the  creduli¬ 
ty  of  their  countrymen :  as  they  find  the 
public  fond  of  Wood,  wounds,  and  death, 
they  contrive  political  ruin  fuitable  to  every 
month  in  the  year ;  this  month  the  people 
are  to  be  eaten  up  by  the  French  in  flat- 
bottomed  boats  y  the  next  by  the  foldiers 
defigned  to  beat  the  French  back  ;  now  the 
people  are  going  to  jump  down  the  gulph  of 
luxury  •j  and  now  nothing  but  a  herring  fub- 
fcrlption  can  fifh  them  up  again.  Time 
paflls  on  ;  the  report  proves  falfe ;  new 
circumRances  produce  new  changes,  but 
the  people  never  change,  they  are  perfever- 
ing  in  folly. 

In  other  countries,  thoic  boding  politi¬ 
cians  would  be  left  to  fret  over  their  own 
fehemes  alone,  and  grow  fplenctic  without 
hopes  of  iufedfing  others :  but  England 
feems  to  be  the  very  region  where  Ipleen 
delights  to  dwell :  a  man  not  only  can  give 
an  unbounded  fcope  to  the  diforder  in  him- 
iidf,  but  may,  if  he  pleafes,  propagate  it 
over  the  whole  kingdom,  with  a  certainty 
of  fuccefs.  He  has  only  to  cry  out,  that 
the  government,  the  government  is  all 
wrong,  that  their  ichemes  are  leading  to 
ruin,  that  Britons  are  no  more  :  every  good 
member  of  the  commonwealth  thinks  it  his 
duty.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  to  deplore  the  univer- 
iai  decadence  with  Sympathetic  iorrow,  and 


by  fancying  the  conRitution  in  a  decay,  ab- 
folutely  to  impair  its  vigour. 

I  This  people  would  laugh  at  my  fimpli- 
city,  fhoulcW  advife  tfiem  to  be  Icfs  fanguine 
in  harbouring  gloomy  prediffions,  and  ex¬ 
amine  coolly  before  they  attempted  to  com¬ 
plain.  I  have  juR  heard  a  Rory,  which, 
though  tranfa<Red  in  a  private  family,  ferves 
very  well  to  deferibe  the  behaviour  of  the 
whole;  nation,  in  cafes  of  threatened  calami¬ 
ty.  As  there  arc  public,  fo  there  arc  pri¬ 
vate  incendaries  here.  One  of  the  laR,  cither 
for  the  amufemerii  of  his  friends,  or  to 
divert  a  fit  of  the  fpleen,  lately  fent  a  threa¬ 
tening  letter  to  a  worthy  family  in  my 
neighbourhood,  to  this  cffe^l. 

Sir,  knowing  you  to  be  very  rich,  and 
finding  myfclf  to  be  very  poor,  I  think  pro¬ 
per  to  inform  you,  that  1  have  learned  ihe 
iecret  of  poifoning  man,  woman,  and  child, 
without  danger  of  deteftion.  Don’t  be 
uneafy,  fir,  you  may  have  your  choice  of 
being  poifoned  in  a  fortnight,  or  a  month, 
■  or  poifoned  in  fix  weeks  :  you  (hall  have  full 
I  time  to  fetde  your  affairs.  Though  I’m 
poor,  I  love  things  like  a  gentleman. 
1  But,  fir,  you  muR  die  ;  I  have  determined 
I  it  within  my  own  breaR  that  you  muR  die. 
I  Blood,  fir,  blood  is  my  trade ;  fo  I  could 
I  v/iRi  you  would  this  ^day  fix  weeks  lake 
leave  of  your  friends,  wife  and  family,  for 
I  cannot  poffibly  allow  you  longer  time, 
j  To  convince  you  more  certainly  of  the  pow¬ 
er  of  my  art,  by  which  you  may  know*  1 
fpeak  truth  ;  take  this  letter,  when  you 
have  read  it,  tear  off  the  fcal,  fold  it  up  and 
give  it  to  your  Dutch  maRiff  that  fits  by  the 
fire,  he  will  fwallow  it,  fir,  like  a  buttered 
roaR  ;  in  three  hours  four  miuutes  after  he 
has  taken  it,  he  will  attempt  to  bite  off  his 
own  tongue,  and  half  an  hour  after  burR 
afundef  in  twenty  pieces.  Blood,  blood, 
blood ;  fo  no  mofc  at  prefent  from,  fir, 
your  moR  obedient,  moR  devoted  humble 
fervant  to  command  till  death.” 

You  may  eafily  imagine  the  conRernation 
into  which  this  letter  threw  the  whole  good 
natured  family.  The  poor  man  to  whom 
it  was  addr^ffed  was  the  more  furprifed,  as 
not  knowing  how  he  could  merit  fuch  in¬ 
veterate  malice.  All  the  friends  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  were  convened ;  it  was  uoiverfally 
agreed  that  it  was  a  moR  terrible  affair,  and 
that  the  government  ftiould  be  folicited  to 
offer  a  reward  and  pardon  ;  a  fellow  of  this 
kind  would  go  on  poifoning  family  after 
family  ;  and  it  was  impofliblc  to  (ay  where 
the  deRru6fion  would  end.  In  purfuance 
of  thelc  determinations,  the  government 
was  applied  to ;  Rri^f  fearch  was  made  after 
the  incendiary,  but  in  vain.  At  laR  there¬ 


fore,  they  rccollcffcd  that  the  experiment 
was  not  yet  tried  upon  the  dog ;  the  Dutch 
maRiff  was  brought  up,’  and  placed  in  the 
midR  of  the  friends  and  relations,  the  fcal 
was  torn  off,  the  pacquet  folded  up  with 
care,  and  foon  they  found,  to  the  great  fur. 

prife  of  ail - that  the  dog  would  not  cat 

the  letter.  Adieu. 


Selected  for  the  Evening  Fire^side, 


An  account  of  the  efcape  of  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  from  his  confinement  in  the  fem. 
pie,  at  Paris. 
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“As  the  Rory  of  fir  Sidney  Smith’s  efcape 
from  his  prifon,  has  been  involved  in  fome 
ambiguity,  a  (hort  recital  of  it,  will,  perhaps, 
not  be  unintercRing. 

“  After  fcvcral  months  had  rolled  away, 
fince  the  gates  of  his  prifon  had  firR  clofed 
upop  the  Briiifti  hero,  he  obferved  that  a 
lady  who  lived  in  an  upp^r  apartment  on 
the  oppofjtc  fide  of  the  Rrect,  feeined  to 
look  toward  that  part  of  the  prifon  in  which 
he  was  confined.  As  often  as  he  obferved 
her,  he  played  fome  tender  air  upon  his 
flute,  by  which,  and  by  imitating  every  mo* 
tion  which  (he  made,  he  at  length  fuccceded 
in  fixing  her  attention  upon  him,  and  had 
the  happinefs  of  remarking  that  (be  occa* 
fionally  oblcrved  him  with  a  glafs. 

“  One  morning  when  he  faw  that  (he  was 
looking  attentively  upon  him  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  he  tore  a  blank  leaf  from  an  old  mafs 
book  which  ‘was  lying  io* his  cell,  and  with 
the  fool  of  the  chimney,  contrived,  by  hii 
finger,  to  deferibe  upon  it,  in  a  large  cha- 
rafter,  the  letter  A,  which  he  held  to  thc| 
window  to  be  viewed  by  his  fair  fympi* 
thizing  obferver.  After  gazing  upon  it  for 
fome  time,  (he  nodded  to  (how  that  (he  uo* 
derRood  what  he  meant.  Sir  Sidney  th( 
touched  the  top  of  the  firR  bar  of  the  grat* 
ing  of  his  window,  which  he  wifhed  her  to| 
confidcr  as  thtf  reprefentative  of  the  letu 
A,  the  fetond  B,  and  fo  on,  until  he  hadl 
formed  from  the  top  of  the  bars,  a  corref-j 
ponding  number  of  letters ;  and  by  touch¬ 
ing  the  middle,  and  bottom  parts  of  thcmi 
upon  a  line  with  each  other,  he  eafily,  after 
huving  inculcated  the  firR  impreflion  of  hii 
wKhes,  completed  a  telegraphic  alphabet. 
This  procefs  of  communication,  was,  from 
its  nature,  very  flow,  but  fir  Sidney  had  the 
happinefs  of  obferving,  upon  forming  the 
firft  word,  that  this  excellent  being,  who 
beamed  before  him  like  a  guardian  angeL 
feemed  completely  to  comprehend  it,  which] 
(he  expreffed  by  an  affeoclDg  movement 
the  head. 
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**  Frequently  obliged  to  defift  from  this 
tacit  and  tedious  latcrcourfe,  from  the  dread 
of  exciting  the  curiofity  of  the  goalers,  or 
jiis  fellow  prifoners,  who  were  permitted  to 
valk  before  his  window.  Sir  Sidney  occupi¬ 
ed  feferai  days  in  communicating  to  his  un* 
jmowQ  friend,  his  name  and  quality,  and 
imploring  h  ir  to  procure  fome  unfufpeffed 
royalid  of  confequence  and  addrefs  fufHcient 
for  the  undertaking,  to  cffefl  his  efcape  ;  in 
the  achievement  of  which  he  a/Tured  her, 
upon  his  word  and  honour,  that  whatever 
coR  might  be  incurred,  would  be  amply  re- 
imburfed,  and  that  the  bounty  and  grati¬ 
tude  of  his  country  would  nobly  remuner¬ 
ate  thofe  who  had  the  talent  and  bravery  to 
accomplifli  it^  '  By  the  fame  means  he  en¬ 
abled  her  to  draw  confidential  and  accredit¬ 
ed  bills,  for  condderable  Turns  of  money,  for 
the  promotion  of  the  feheme,  which  (he  ap¬ 
plied  with  the  moA  perfect  integrity. 

**  Colonel  Phelipcaux  was  at  this  time  at 
Paris  \  a  military  man  of  rank,  and  a  fecret 
royallA,  moA  devoutly  attached  to  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  the  exiled  family  of  France, '  and 
to  thofe  who  fupported  their  caufe.  He 
had  been  long  endeavouring  to  bring  to  ma¬ 
turity,  a  plan  for  facilitating  their  rcAora- 
tion,  but  which  the  loyal  adherent,  from  a 
feries  of  untoward  and  uncontrollable  cir- 
cumAances,  began  to  defpair  of  accom- 
plifhing. 

**  The  lovely  deliverer  of  Sir  Sidney,  ap¬ 
plied  to*  this  diAinguiAied  character,  to 
whom  Ale  was  known,  and  Aated  the  An¬ 
gular  correfpondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  herfelf  and  the  heroic  captive  in 
the  Temple.  ‘ 

“  Phelipeaux,  who  was  acquainted' with 
the  fame  of  Sir  Sidney,  and  chagrined  at  the 
failure  of  his  former  favourite  feheme,  em¬ 
braced  the  prefent  projeff  with  a  fort  of 
prophetic  enrhufiafm,  by  which'he  hoped 
to  rcAorc  to  the  BritiAi  nation,  one  of  her 
greate^yierocs,  who,  by  his  fkill  and  valour^ 
might  once  more  imprefs  the  common 
enemy  with  difmay,  augment  the  glory  of 
his  country,  and  cover  himfelf  with  the 
laurels  of  future  viftory. 

**  Intelligent,  aflive,  cool,  daring,  and  in- 
Anuating,  colonel  Phelipcaux  immediately 
applied  himfelf  to  bring  to  maturity,  a  plan 
at  once  fuitable  to  his  genius,  and  intereA- 
lug  to  his  wiAies.  To  thoie,  whom  it  was 
neceAary  to  employ  upon  the  occaAon,  he 
contrived  to  unite  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
miniAcr  of  the  police,  who  forged  his  fig- 
nature  with  exaft  imitation,  to  an  order  for 
removing  the  body  of  Sir  Sidney  from 
the  Temple  to  the  prifon  of  the  Concier¬ 
ge  rie. 


**  After  this  was  accompliihed,  on  the  day 
after  that  on  which  the  infpe^or  of  goals 
was  to  viAt  the  Temple  and  Conciergerie, 
a  ceremony,  which  is  performed  once  a 
month  in  Paris,  two  gentlemen  of  tried  cou¬ 
rage  and  addrefs,  who  were  previoufly  in- 
Aru6fed  6y  colonel  Phelipeaux,difgoifed  as 
officers  of  the  marechauAe,  prefented  them- 
felves  in  a  Aacre  at  the  Temple,  and  de¬ 
manded  the  delivery  of  Sir  Sidney,  at  the 
fame  time  Aiowing  the  forged  order  for 
his  removal.  This  the  goaler  attentively 
perufed  and  examined,  as  well  as  the  mi- 
niAer's  fignature. 

“Soon  after  theregiAerof  the  prifon  in-, 
formed  Sir  Sidney  of  the  order  of  the 
Dire^ory,  upon  hearing  which,  he  at  ArA 
appeared  to  be  a  little  difconcerted,  upon 
which  the  pfoudo-officers  gave  him  every 
aAurance  of  the  honour  and  mild  intentions 
of  the  government  towards  him.  Sir  Sidney 
I  feemed  more  reconciled,  packed  up  his 
clothes,  took  leave  of  his  fellow  prifoners, 
and  diAributed  little  tokens  of  his  gratitude 
to  thofe  fervants  of  the  prifon,  from  whom 
he  had  experienced  indulgencies. 

“  Upon  the  eve  of  their  departure,  the  rc- 
giAer  obferved,  that  four  of  the  prifon  guard 
Aiould  accompany  them.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  menaced  the  whole  plan  with  imme¬ 
diate  diATolution.  The  officers  without 
betraying  the  leaA  emotion,  acquiefeed  in 
the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  and  gave  or¬ 
ders  for  the  men  to  be  called  out,  when,  as 
if  recolledfing  the  rank  and  honour  of  their 
illuArious  prifoner,  one  of  them  addreATed 
Sir  Sidney,  by  faying,  “  Citizen,  you  are  a 
brave  officer,  give  us  your  parole,  and  there 
is  no  occaAon  for  an  cfcort.”  Sir  Sidney 
replied,  that  he  would  pledge  his  faith,  as 
an  officer,  to  accompany  them  without  re- 
AAance,  wherever  they  chofc  to  conduft 
him. 

“  Not  a  look  nor  a  movement  beti*aycd  the 
intention  of  the  party.  Every  thing  was 
cool,  well-timed,  and  natural.  They  enter¬ 
ed  a  Aacre,  which  as  is  ufual,  was  brought 
for  the  purpoieof  removing  him,  in  which, 
he  found  changes  of  clothes,  falfe  paAports, 
and  money.  The  coach  moved  with  an  ac- 
cuAomed  pace,  to  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  where  they  alighted,  and  parted  in 
diffierent  direffions.  Sir  Sidney  met  colonel 
Phelipcaux  at  the  appointed  fpot  of  ren¬ 
dezvous. 

“  The  project  was  fo  ably  planned  and 
conducted,  that  no  one  but  the  party  con¬ 
cerned  was  acquainted  with  the  efcape, 
until  near  a  month  had  elapfed,  when  the 
inipeftor  paid  his  next  periodical  vifit. 


**  What  pen  can  deferibe  the  ienfations  of 
two  fuch  men  as  Sir  Sidney  and  Phelipcaux, 
when  they  ArA  beheld  each  other  in  fafety  ? 
Heaven  {^friended  the  generous  and  gal¬ 
lant  exploit.  Sir  Sidney  and  his  noble 
friend,  reached  the  Fjench  coaA  wholly  un- 
fufpe(Aed,  and  committing  themfclves  to 
their  God,  and  to  the  protcdlive  genius  of 
brave  men,>put  to  Tea  in  an  open  boat,  and 
were  foon  afterwards  difeovered  by  an  En- 
gliAi  cruifing  frigate,  and  brought  in  fafety 
to  the  BritiAi  Aiorcs.  ‘ 

“  The  gallant  Phelipcaux  foon  afterwards 
accompanied  Sir  Sidney,  in  the  Tigrc,  to 
Acre,  where,  overwhelmed  by  the  fatigue 
of  that  extraordinary  campaign,  in  which 
he  bore  a  dlAingulAied  patr,  and  the  nox¬ 
ious  inAuence  of  a  fulrry  climate,  operating 
upon  a  delicate  frame,  he  expired  in  the 
arms  of  his  illuArious  friend,  who  attended 
him  to  his  grave,  and  Aied  the  tears  of  gra¬ 
titude  and  friendAiip  over  his  honoured  and 
lamented  obfequies.  But,  ere  the  dying 
Phelipcaux  clofed  his  eyes,  he  received  the 
rewards  of  his  generous  enterprile.  He  be¬ 
held  the  repulled  legions  of  the  Republic, 
Aying  before  the  BritiAi  banners,  and  the 
irrefiAable  prowefs  of  his  valiant  compan¬ 
ion  ;  he  beheld  the  diAinguiAied  being, 
whom  he  had  thus  refeued  from  a  dungeon, 
and  impending  deAruflion,  by  an  aff  of 
almoA  romantic  heroifm,  covered  with  the 
unparticipated  glory,  of  having  overpower¬ 
ed  a  leader,  who,  renowned,  and  long  ac- 
cuAomed  to  conqueA,  faw,  for  the  ArA  time, 
his  invincible  troops  give  way  1 1  who,  io- 
Aamed  to  deiperation,  deemed  the  perilous 
expofure  of  his  perlbn,  neceAary  to  rally 
them  to  the  conteA,  over  bridges  of  their 
Aaughtered  comrades,  but  who,  at  length, 
was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  Aeld  of  battle, 
and  to  leave  to  the  heroic  Sir  Sidney,  the 
excluAvc  exultation  of  announcing  to  his 
grateful  and  elated  country,  that  he  had 
fought  and  vanquiAied  the  laurelled  con¬ 
queror  of  Italy,  and  bold  invader  of 
Egypt.” 

[Carr's  Stranger  in  France. 


^  Remarkable  Occurrence* 

On  heaving  down  the  Aiip  Pennfylvania 
Packet,  late  from  Canton,  in  order  to  dif» 
cover  a  triAing  leak,  >vhich  Aie  had  expe¬ 
rienced  on  her  palTage  homeward,  it  was 
difeovered  that  Aie  had  been  Aruck  about 
6  feet  below  the  bends,  by  a  Svuord-Fish^ 
which  had  forced  its  tuAc  or  fword,  through 
the  copper  Aieathing  and  {lotrom  plank,  to 
the  ceiling  infide,  and  being  unable  to  draw 
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it  out  again,  had  left  it  remaining  in  the 
bottom,  and  broken  (hort  off  outdde.  The 
force  with  which  it  was  driven  in,  was  fo 
great,  as  to  fplinccr  the  plank,  and  caufe 
the  leak.  Part  of  the  fword  was  cut  off 
in  extricating  it,  the  remainder  meafnres 
ten  inches  long,  and  nearly  two  In  diame¬ 
ter. 


SVM}4ABr  OF  lifTELLlGENCE. 

VOREIGN. 

Ffew-York^  Sc/it,  16. 

The  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  schooner 
Atliunic,  captain  Ifoward,  from  Nantes,  has 
enahlt*d  us  to  lay  before  our  readers,  intelli¬ 
gence  from  t'urope  of  considerable  impor¬ 
tance.  Our  Paris  papers  are  to  the  28th  July 
inclusive,  and  our  letters  from  Nantes  to  the 
4th  of  August. 

.  A  TREATY  OF  PEASE,  of  which  thc^  Con¬ 
ditions  had  not  been  made  public,  was  signed 
at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  July,  between  Russia 
and  France,  and  had  been  forwarded  to  Peters- 
burgh  for  ratification. 

A  confederat  on  of  some  of  the  petty  states 
of  Germany  has  been  entered  into  for  the  pu  r- 
'  pose  of  mutual  defence,  with  a  view  to  their 
separation  from  the  Germanic  empire. 

The  fortress  of  Gaeta  has  at  length  surren¬ 
dered  after  a  defence  which  wiM  make  no  in¬ 
considerable  figure  in  the  history  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  times.  The  garrison  sustained  a  con¬ 
tinual'  fire  of  1 1  days  with  open  trenches, 
during  which  time  800,000  pounds  of  powder 
was  consumed  by  the  besiegers. 

We  have  seen  a  letter  from  Nantz  of  the 
Ist  of  August,  which  says,  ‘Last  evening’s 
mail  brought  news  from  Paris,  authorising  the 
free  exportation  of  prain  to  any  port  or  ports, 
by  neutrals.*  Tffis  shews  a  pacific  disposition 
to  .vards  Fngland., 

The  harvest  in  France  is  stated  to  be  the 
most  abundant  ever  known.  Wheat  would 
not  sell  at  more  than  6  livres. 

Septe^vber  17. 

Arrived  this  rooming,  ship  Delaware,  Far¬ 
mer,  50  days  from  Amsterdam. 

The  Delaware  was  a^'rit  into  Portsmouth, 
(Eng.)  by  a  British  cmiser,  ami  cleared.  Sail¬ 
ed  froiQ'tlience  about  the  8th  of  Au  vust,  and 
brings  London  dates  to  the  6th.  They  state 
the  almost  absolute  certainty  of  PEACE. 
Lord  Lauderdale  had  gone  over  to  France  in 
quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  The 
news  of  a  treaty  between  France  and  Russia  is 
confirmed. 

iA>rd  Lauderdale  sailed  from  England  in 
the  Clyde  frigaie,  and  anchored  in  Calais  har¬ 
bour,  where  he  landed  amid  the  acclamations 
of  the  populace.  As  a  confirmation  of  the 
strong  prospect  of  a  general  Peace,  the  Dutch 
fleet  in  the  Texel  had  been  dismantled,  and 


THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDE.’ 

the  French  troops  were  evacuating  Holland. 
A  grand  national  fete  was  to  take  place  in  Paris 
early  in  September. 

... 

The  following  interesting  extract  is  from 
an  American  gentleman,  of  whose  intelligence 
and  correctness  we  have  a  personal  know¬ 
ledge,  dated  Nantz,  Aug.  I. 

“  It  is  reported  on  the  authority  of  private 
letters  from  Paris,  that  the  Preliminary  treaty 
with  England  is  actually  signed ;  and  some 
statements  go  so  far  as  to  speak  of  the  articles. 
Among  a  variety  of  others,  1  have  heard  that 
France  cedes  to  England  the  Isles  of  France 
and  all  claim  to  her  possession  in  the  East 
Indies,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Hano¬ 
ver,  &c. 

“  England  cedes  to  France,  Gibraltar, 
Malta  and  relinquishes  for  ever  the  trade  of 
the  Mediterranean.  I  mention  these  as  mere 
re(>ort8  ;  but  no  doubt  exists  of  the  principal 
articles  being  mutually  agreed  upon,  and 
that  both  parties  are  seriously  bent  on  making 
peace.** 

While  the  negociations  for  the  restoration 
I  of  peace  between  Englarid  and  France  have 
given  rise  to  much  political  speculation,  the 
excessive  secrecy,  under  which  Ministerial 
affairs  have  been  conducted,  has  furnished  a 
friiitful  theme  of  editorial  merriment.  The 
follow  ing  piece  of  pleasantry  is  from  a  late 
l^ndon  courier 

Mijsterious  Occurrence. 

^  London j  July  26. 

Late  last  night,  two  men  were  observed 
upon  Westminster  bridge  by  the  watchmen 
with  a  sack  upon  their  shoulders,  with  which 
they  seemt-d  to  be  hastening  to  a  post  chaise 
that  stood  Dear  Asley's.  There  was  an  air  of 
much  mystery  about  them,  and  every  now  and 
then  they  turned  back  to  see  if  any  one  was 
following  them.  The  sack  was  large  enough 
to  contain  a  man.  The  watchmen’s  suspicions 
were  excited,  and  they  followed  and  questioned 
the  men.  The  men  refused  to  make  any 
other  reply  than  that  it  was  a  secret  affair.. 
This  increasing  instead  of  diminishing  sus¬ 
picion,  the  watchmen  took  them  into  custody, 
supposing  the  sack  to  contain  stolen  property, 
or  a  man  that  had  been  murdered,  or  that 
the  fellows  had  stolen  the  dead  body  for  the 
surgeons. 

They  were  taken  to  the  watch  house,  and 
locked  up  all  night.  Early  this  morning  they 
were  escorted  under  a  strong  guard,  with  the 
sack,  to  one  of  the  police  offices.  Horror  sat 
upon  the  countenances  of  the  watchmen,  and 
something  like  dismay  even  upon  the  visage 
of  the  justices^  I'he  sack  was  ordered  to  be 
untied — something  moved  in  it— and  out  from 
the  sack  tumbled— -not  a  dead  body,  but  a 
living  one.  .This  made  the  affair  much  more 
interesting ;  and  an  exclamation  burst  fiom 
every  one,  that  the  poor  man  was  going  to  be 
murdered.  The  fellows  were  ordered  to  give 


an  account  of  themselves.  They  said  they 
had  been  hired  to  go  to  a  house  in  Stable 
Yard,  where  a  short,  fat,  dark  visa^ed  man, 
had  desired  them  to  enclose  a  person  in  a  sack, 
and  carry  him  over  to  Westminster  bridge, 
where  a  carriage  was  waiting,  into  which 
they  were  to  put  him.  This  was  all  the  ac¬ 
count  they  could  give,  except  that  they  were 
desired  not  to  look  in  the  person’s  fitce.  The 
affair  now  assumed  a  more  serious  appearance, 
the  strangers  were  excluded,  and  their  wor. 
ships  resolved  upon  a  second  investigation  in 
their  own  room.  '  The  person  who  had  been 
in  the  sack,  and  who  had  hitherto  kept  his  face 
concealed,  was  directed  to  give  some  further 
explanation  of  himself,  when  he  took  the 
handkerchief  from  his  eyes,  and  lo  !  a  king’s 
messenger  appealed  in  propria  persona ! 
Government  having  resolved  upon  using  the 
greatest  secrecy  with  respect  to  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  messengers,  but  that  secrecy 
not  having  been  sufficiently  availing,  bad  de¬ 
termined,  it  seems,  to  send  off  the  messenger 
with  our  ultimatum  from  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  sack, 
and  put  him  in  a  post  chaise  on  the  other  side 
of  Westminster  bridge.  Whether  he  was  to 
travel  and  be  shipped  for  Bologne  in  a  sack, 
was  not  stated ;  but  it  is  rumoured  that  the 
*  secret  of  the  sack’  having  been  discovered, 
his  majesty’s  ministers  mean  to  dispatch  Bas- 
ilico  in  a  balloon.  ^ 


It  has  been  lately  announced  that  the  ruins 
of  two  great  cities  have  been  discovered,  in 
the  Russian  Empii'e,  of  which  there  are  no 
accounts  in  history  :  one  of  them  is  in  the  Isle 
of  Juman,  in  the  black  sea ;  the  other  in  a 
district  of  Siberia. 


Interments  in  the  different  burial  grounds  of 
the  City  and  Libeities  of  Philadelphia,  from 
the  6tli  lo  ioth  of  September.  Adults  29— 
Children  23 — Total  52.’ 

TO  COK RESPONDENTS. 

A.  Z.— “  Answ er  not  a  foed  according  to  his 
fully,  lest  thou  be  like  unto  him.” 

Rrex'i  aa^  Un  garden  de  yrrywVr,  and  Others, 
are  under  consideration. 
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